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Hi Downey Families,

Welcome back from Winter Break! And for the families attending the winter session of Lily Pads, welcome to 
Downey! is month, registration for the 2019-20 school year is open for current Downey families. Check 
Bloomz for the link. e registration fee is discounted for the month of January ($20 for the rst child, $15 
for subsequent children).

SSince we are starting a new semester, classroom signups have reset. Please make sure you have signed up for 
all of your classroom participation days. If you have any questions about the number of days you need to sign 
up for, please check with your class rep.

If you know of any families that would like to register for Downey for this semester, we have openings in Lily 
Pads (ages 18 months - 2 years old), T/ Tadpoles (2-3 years old), and Leapfrogs (5-6 years old). Please 
direct anyone that is interested to our website (www.downeycoop.com) or have them contact us at downey-
membership@gmail.com.

On January 27th, we will host our annual ank You Church Coffee. Immediately, after services on the 27th, 
we will treat Downey Avenue Christian Church members to coffee and treats (donated by Downey families!). 
is is our way of thanking the church for being such a fabulous partner and supporter! ey do a lot for us, 
and we love having a day where we give back to them. Please check Bloomz for information on signing up to 
help serve food, set up, clean up, or donate food.

And last, but not least, And last, but not least, we are looking for board members for next school year. If you’d like even more of a 
say in how your child’s school is run, please consider serving on the board. I have enjoyed my time on the 
board and learning about the inner workings of the school. I have served with some great people and feel that 
serving has enriched our family’s experience at Downey. If you are interested in nding out what positions 
will be opening or just want general information about serving on the board, please contact me at presi-
dent@downeycoop.com or talk with any current board member.

I’m looking forward to a great second semester!

Tiffany



Did you know that while we often joke that toddlers are 
the ultimate experts at changing emotions in the blink of 
an eye, young children start to develop a wider range of 
emotions like pride, empathy, and frustration at a deeper 
level right around the age of 2? As we grow and develop as 
human beings, our emotions deepen and change to incor-
porate more delicate intricacies. What makes things even 
more confusing for our younger children is that they don’t more confusing for our younger children is that they don’t 
always yet know how to identify or name these emotions 
and don’t know any coping strategies to process and allevi-
ate emotions that feel too big. 

So how can we help them?

Play.

Here is a great article about how children learn to identify 
and process emotions through play, and how you as a 
parent or caregiver can help your child learn to navigate 
their emotional growth. 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/play-learn-
ing/play-toddler-development/emotions-play-toddlers

Happy New Year Downey families! I hope every-
one had a fun and relaxing break. 

January is a good time to explore winter, snow, 
snow akes, snow men, and hopefully put some 
snow in the sensory table.

Colors and shapes will be on the Tadpoles' agenda 
the next two months. ey will work on their ne 
motor skills by cutting, gluing, painting, and tear-
ing paper. 

It's winter and we will go out and play. So come 
prepared. Fresh air is especially important this time 
of year.
 
We will have pajama day ursday, January 31 
and Friday, February 1. We make muffins and 
orange juice. I will need an extra parent for urs-
day and maybe Friday. Participating parents are 
welcome to wearing the jammies to school. I know 
I will.

If you haven't restocked your extra clothes please If you haven't restocked your extra clothes please 
do.

ank you for the Christmas gifts. I'm very fortu-
nate to have such great families.



As many of you probably know, even though 
Downey Preschool and Downey Avenue Christian 
Church are  not formally affiliated, our relation-
ship is an important one with a long history. e 
Church offers their support of the Preschool in 
many ways, including signicantly subsidizing our 
rent and extending Church member benets such 
as counseling to our families. e Church believes as counseling to our families. e Church believes 
in what we’re doing at Downey Coop and values 
our work as an expression of their mission and a 
contribution to our community. 
 
On Sunday, January 27th we’ll be hosting a thank 
you coffee for Church staff and members after 
morning services, at about 11:30 a.m. Please plan 
to attend and help express our thanks for all the 
Church has helped us to accomplish for our little 
ones this year!
 
e Poisel Family is organizing the event and will e Poisel Family is organizing the event and will 
need everyone’s help baking and donating beverag-
es and supplies. Look for a SignUp Genius link 
with needs for volunteers. 



I hope everyone had a wonderful break and are excited 
to be back to see friends and learn again!  Yay! 

Over break I took some time to replace most of the Over break I took some time to replace most of the 
games and activities in the classroom with new games 
and activities.  Ask your child to name something new 
they have noticed in the classroom. Speaking of new 
games and activities, THANKS SO MUCH for the 
items given to the classroom before break! ey were 
fun to open and we're excited to use them with the 
children!children!

For January our academic focuses will be recognizing 
the difference between letters and numbers, writing 
our names, recognizing numerals 0 - 10, matching 
those numerals to quantities, and patterning.  To start 
the second semester our project work will come from a 
fantastic book I have titled: Kids' Crazy Concoctions: 
50 Mysterious Mixtures For Art and Craft Fun.  As we 
are mixing, experimenting, and playing with our conare mixing, experimenting, and playing with our con-
coctions, I will be observing and talking to the chil-
dren about what our next project work theme should 
be. We will also be working on an Art to Remember 
project and something special to give as a thank you to 
the church.   

During January we will not have a eld trip but in 
February we will have two.  On Wednesday, February 
13 we will be going to Bloom to celebrate some Valen-
tine fun.  Our other eld trip will be to Southeastway 
Park to observe and learn about how maple syrup is 
made.  at eld trip will be on Monday, February 
25.

As always, thank you so much for all you do to make 
Downey great!



Happy New Year, Downey Families!

Cold weather is coming (surely, right? It’s been a weird winter so far...) and that means plenty of opportunities to 
cuddle up with a good book and your kiddo! Whether you’re reading The Snowman to your toddler or listening to 
your elementary student y through The Magic Treehouse series, Scholastic has plenty of titles perfect for the ages 
and stages in your home. 

We will have another schoolwide book club order coming up in February, but you can place an order anytime you We will have another schoolwide book club order coming up in February, but you can place an order anytime you 
want through our Downey Bookclub. 

Here's how to order:
Choose books online at: scholastic.com/bookclubs 

To order online, connect to our class using our Class Code: TLMYP

As soon as your order is delivered to our classroom, I will send it home with your child.

I Spy -5 pack by Jean Marzollo

Sometimes you just need a break from the kiddos. Hand them a new  I 
Spy book  and guarantee yourself at least 15 minutes without kids un-
derfoot while they get some focused reading time! 

Purchase it here through our Scholastic book club (use class code 
TLMYP) for $12.50.

Link: 
https://clubs.scholas-
tic.com/i-spyand%238482%3B-fun-5-pack/9781338365863-rco-us.html?cgid
=N_3#q=I%2Bspy&start=4

This month, I’d like to recommend 

Small Walt by Elizabeth Verdick

Cute, uplifting little book about the power of positive thinking! Think The 
Little Engine That Could but with a snow plow on a snowy day!

Purchase it here through our Scholastic book club (use class code TLMYP) for 
only $4. 
LinLink:
https://clubs.scholas-
tic.com/small-walt/9781338360271-rco-us.html?cgid=B_4#start=20


