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Hi Downey Families!

It’s hard to believe that this is the nal month of the rst semester. As we wrap up this semester, I want to 
thank all of you for the work you have done to make this a great experience for the kids! 

SSpeaking of work, we will be running our Scrip gift card fundraiser this month. If you and anyone you know 
are one of the many people who give gift cards to others for the holidays, please consider ordering those gift 
cards through Scrip. Over 750 top brands are available for purchase! In most cases, you do not pay any extra 
for the gift cards (you have the option to pay through your checking account, and that costs $.15/card or you 
can write a check to Downey and not pay anything additional). A portion of each sale comes back to 
Downey! To connect with our sale site, please visit www.shopwithscrip.com/login/enroll and use enrollment 
code: F88A48L96L947. 

Along the lines of fundraisers, Along the lines of fundraisers, we exceeded our goal with the Poinsettias fundraiser, and we had a great turn-
out at our inaugural ornament decorating fundraiser at Indy Artsy! ank you Cassandra for coordinating 
the second half of the Poinsettias fundraiser! ank you Kelly for organizing the fundraiser at Indy Artsy!

Join us as we celebrate the holidays at our annual Holiday Party, Wednesday, December 5th from 6-8pm. It 
will be a PJ and movie night featuring “Emmet Otter’s Jug Band Christmas” as well as an evening with food 
and drinks and activities in Century Hall.

e last day of the semester will be Friday, December 21st. Downey will then have Winter Break and resume 
classes Monday, January 7th. Please make sure you are touching base with your class rep to sign up for class-
room participation days for second semester.

In January, we will open up registration for next school year to current families. Please be on the lookout for 
registration information later this month.

Happy Holidays everyone!
Tiffany



At my day job, I recently had the pleasure to work with a 
bunch of small business that focus on children's toys, acces-
sories, and clothing. One of the businesses I worked with 
makes wooden Waldorf and Montessori style toys. She also 
happens to have a blog where she writes about play and 
how important it is, and she also offers a free eBook on 
"How to Play With Your Kids". 

Now, I know that you know play is important. ere's no 
way you picked Downey Cooperative Preschool without 
feeling that play is the most important work of children. 
But let me be honest with you: I am terrible at playing. 

I used to be so good at it; I swear. Back when I was a I used to be so good at it; I swear. Back when I was a 
babysitter, I was a pro at playing. I was the best babysitter 
EVER. en, I had kids, and my intuition or desire for 
play was wiped out by responsibilities and a never ending 
doom-mountain of laundry. So, I read the article, hoping 
for some enlightenment or motivation so I could get the 
mom guilt off my back at the very least and to have more 
tricks up my sleeve for entertaining my toddler, and here is tricks up my sleeve for entertaining my toddler, and here is 
what was most striking to me:

She points out that when a kid asks (or in my two year 
old's case, DEMANDS), "Mommy, come play with me?!" 
what they are really asking for is connection. Children learn 
so much through play, but playing with or parallel to some-
one they love gives them connection and makes them feel 
safe, much the same way a hug can for most kids. I thought 
that was pretty awesome to realize, and it has helped me to 
be more conscious of my response to my toddler's pleas for be more conscious of my response to my toddler's pleas for 
mommy to play with him.

If you're like me and need some tips or motivation for play-
ing, check out her free ebook (no purchase necessary):

http://jessicaperkins.com/how-to-play-with-your-kids/

Happy Holidays Tadpole families! I hope you had 
fun and relaxing break. 

Time is really ying by I can't believe it’s Decem-
ber. We’ve already had a snow day and with that in 
mind, replace your child’s extra clothes with 
warmer apparel. We do go out on cold days and 
we want them to be prepared.

Conferences went well and everyone showed up. Conferences went well and everyone showed up. 
ank you Nikki for subbing. Did not get to do 
the baking project I had planned, but maybe we’ll 
make ginger bread ornaments this month. 

December we will work with the colors green, red, December we will work with the colors green, red, 
and gold. We will have puff balls in the sensory 
table for sorting. Tadpoles will try their little n-
gers a beading. We’ll decorate trees and ginger 
bread people. We will work all different shapes and 
learn some new songs.
 
Happy Holidays and thanks for choosing Downey.Happy Holidays and thanks for choosing Downey.
Mrs. Egan





During the month of November we have had a theme fo-
cused on building. We changed our apple orchard (under the 
loft) to a place to build with many kinds of blocks and build-
ing toys. Some of the toys include Duplos, Legos, Tinker 
Toys, Squigs (if you don't know what those are, google it), 
PVP pipes and connectors, gears, and more.  

We built a toy top at the workbench. anks to Ron (Se-
an-Michael's Grandpa) for cutting out wooden circles. e 
children had the opportunity to sand the wood, hammer a 
dowel into the top, and paint the top. Some children enjoyed 
this so much they made more than one!

Our art center has included different mediums to build interOur art center has included different mediums to build inter-
esting structures. We have used magic model dough with 
straws and toothpicks, cardboard with slits, and egg cartons to 
make our creations. 

We have also had fun building with transparent blocks at the 
light table, building forts with a fort kit and sheets, and play-
ing with plastic tools, screws, nuts and bolts.  

Our academic emphasis for November and December include 
the following: 
Math - Counting up to 10 objects, Positional words, and  Or-
dinal numbers - 1st, 2nd, 3rd . . . last     
Literacy - Sequencing stories/events, Retelling familiar stories, 
and Beginning sounds
You see these concepts focused on in the activities the chil-
dren do on Mondays and sprinkled throughout the classroom 
on Wednesday and Friday.  

December will bring more building fun with the boxes from 
our poinsettia orders and more. We will also be exploring 
some December holidays in a non-religious way with cook-
ing, crafting, and other building projects.  

Coming up on Wednesday, December 19, we will visit 
Bloom Assisted Living Center. We plan to carol and craft 
with the residents. We might try tting one more eld trip in 
before Winter Break depending if the details work out.  

anks for all you are doing,
Mrs. Dant

I apologize for the brevity of this month’s post; our home 
computer crashed over the weekend.
A huge thank you to everyone that has donated a toy to 
our toy drive for the Food Pantry.  Our bin is overowing 
so the children and I will work on moving things to the 
Pantry this week. We will continue accepting donations 
through 12/12.

PParents please make sure your child had a weather appro-
priate change of clothes.

Staci



Happy Holidays, Downey Families!

The most recent Scholastic Book Club Order was sent in on Nov 26th, but if you forgot to order and need to place 
an order for the holidays, don't despair! Just send me a message and let me know you've placed an order and need 
it pushed through, and I will get you taken care of! If you have trouble with Bloomz, my email is DowneyCoopLi-
brarian@gmail.com. 

If you forgot to place an order and want to get it in time for the holidays, order and message me no later than Dec 
10th!
Here's how to order:
Choose books with your child from the paper yers or online at: scholastic.com/bookclubs 

To order online, connect to our class using our Class Code (or look me up by our school name): TLMYP

As soon as your order is delivered to our classroom, I will send it home with your child.

This month, I’d like to recommend a poetic picture book and a book that teaches about Hanukkah. 

If you're wanting to share with your child what the celebration of Ha-
nukkah is like, this book is just the one for little ones! Lots of pictures 
and few words show the children getting ready for Hanukkah in a 
simple and well written picture book.

Purchase it here through our Scholastic book club (use class code 
TLMYP) for $4.

Link: 
https://clubs.scholastic.com/is-it-hanukkah-ye-
t%3F/9781338036244-rco-us.html?cgid=J_3#q=Hannukah&start=4

This beautiful illustrated book is a story of a father and daughter going 
owl watching together on a snowy moonlit night. Be sure to look for the 
way the little girl describes what she sees and hears in similes that little 
ones can relate to. 

Purchase it here through our Scholastic book club (use class code 
TLMYP) for only $4. 
Link:
hhttps://clubs.scholastic.com/owl-moon/9780590420440-rco-us.ht-
ml?cgid=J_3 


