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Hello Downey Families! e rst month of school has own by. I 
hope your children are enjoying their Downey experience. It has been 
a busy month for the adults! ank you for turning in your paper-
work, getting your TB tests, and for attending CPT training (if you 
are a new Downey family). I want to recognize the following families 
for their work this month. ank you to the Mings family for coordi-
nating the TB testing; thank you Lauren for being on hand both 
mornings! ank mornings! ank you to the Ramey family for the informative 
bulletin board! 

ank you to the Tornquist family for coordinating CPT training, the snacks for that, and the childcare for the 
training! I realize all of you are working hard to make this a great year at Downey, and I thank you for that.

OOctober is not quite as busy a month, but there is still quite a bit happening. On October 3rd and 4th, we will 
have school pictures. A price list has been posted on Bloomz. You do not prepay. You will receive proofs after 
Picture Day, and you can place your order then. Please dress your kids accordingly for pictures (if you’d like for 
them to be dressed up). Leapfrogs, Frogs, and W/F Tadpoles will have their pictures taken on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 3rd. Polliwogs and T/ Tadpoles will have their pictures taken on ursday, October 4th.

Speaking of pictures, feel free to take pictures when you are the participating adult in the classroom. Check 
with your class rep or teacher to conrm whose pictures can be posted on Bloomz.

Also, for the month of October, we will be doing our largest fundraiser - Poinsettia sales. is year, we will 
have poinsettias and wreaths for sale. All families are expected to participate in this fundraiser. All families will 
be receiving a packet with the items for sale, their prices, deadline information, pick-up/delivery information, 
and an order form.
As As you may remember from orientation, Downey follows a modied IPS calendar. As such, we will be having 
our Fall Break the week of October 8 - so no class that week.

Again, I thank you all for making the rst month of this school year a great one! If you ever have any questions 
or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact me.

Tiffany, President



It is hard to believe that we have already nished 
the rst month of school.  I am thrilled how the 
children are doing in the classroom. 

ey are adapting well to the “big” classroom, ey are adapting well to the “big” classroom, 
learning the routines, sitting well for circle time 
and snack, and making new friends; you would 
never know that it was only the rst month of 
school!

We welcomed a new friend, Layla, during the 3rd We welcomed a new friend, Layla, during the 3rd 
week of school; which lled up our class at 15 pol-
liwogs. 

We had our rst music class with Ms. Michelle, 
and the children loved it!! She will be coming back 
on October 23rd at 9:15 for our next music class. 
Music will be a great addition to our curriculum.

In October, we will begin talking about the tradiIn October, we will begin talking about the tradi-
tional Fall theme ideas.  We will be taking some 
nature hikes and scheduling a eld trip to Water-
man’s. We are hoping to get a visit from the Ir-
vington Witches to the classroom sometime during 
the month.

Special thanks to all the parents for all your help in 
the classroom when you participate and otherwise; 
we have had a great start to the year and could not 
do it without you. I am so excited to be part of 
your child’s coop experience.  Downey is a very 
special place. 

Angie Burck

Tadpoles are settling into their new routine. eir 
favorite book is, "e Little Mouse, the Red, Ripe 
Strawberry, and the Big Hungry Bear".

e rst week of October we will decorate leaves 
with liquid water colors. It'll be a mess. 

e second week of the month will be our Fall 
Break.

e rest of month we will explore fall every which e rest of month we will explore fall every which 
way we can. Painting with leaves, decorating 
pumpkins, and maybe some Halloween activities.

A special thank you to Aynie for doing the names A special thank you to Aynie for doing the names 
for the art mat, mail boxes, and birthday banner. 
ank you to my class reps for staying on top of 
scheduling participation. anks to all the tadpole 
parents for their patience.

As always thank you for choosing Downey.

Mrs. Egan



For the month of September we have been getting to know 
each other and the classroom. e children are starting to 
learn our names (Mrs. Lovold and Mrs. Dant). ey are 
also beginning to learn each others' names. We are singing 
a hello name song during the morning meet to help with 
this. e children are also interacting with each other more 
and more.   

We have read some fun interactive books to encourage an We have read some fun interactive books to encourage an 
interest in books. A couple of our favorites are Tap the 
Magic Tree and Don't Push the Button. We have been 
working on name recognition and writing our names 
through the question of the day and other classroom activi-
ties. When your child answers the question of the day, 
please allow them to do as much of the work as they are 
able. Each child will go at his/her own pace, your goal is to able. Each child will go at his/her own pace, your goal is to 
encourage them to do just the next step. If you're not sure 
what your child's next step is, I can give you some tips.  

We have also been focusing our learning and exploring on 
shapes and colors. At the play dough table, there have been 
cookie cutter of various shapes and shape play mats and 
materials to explore different shapes. We have painted cir-
cles with toilet paper tubes and other shapes with bubble 
wrap. e math center has had activities that encourage 
shape and color recognition.

For October we will begin forming agreements or rules for For October we will begin forming agreements or rules for 
the classroom. e children will help decide what they 
agree, as a class, will keep them safe and having fun at pre-
school. We will also introduce classroom jobs for the stu-
dents. e children seem to have an interest in music and 
movement, so we will dive deeper into this interest during 
October.  

Mindy

e Leapfrogs have had a great rst month of school.  e 
children are really starting to gel with one another and 
seem to genuinely enjoy being in one another’s company.  
We’ve already experienced so many “rsts” this year and 
the kids have handled them all like champs!  In the month 
of September we managed to walk not only to the library 
for the children to nd books to ll their book boxes in the 
classclassroom, but also to the Irvington Wellness Center to 
practice some mindfulness techniques.  We’ve had several 
Spanish and Music classes that have both been a lot of fun 
for the kids.  By the time the newsletter is published, we 
will have also experienced our rst Forest Kindergarten 
class...I’m sure everyone had a great time :).

In the classroom we had a few other “rsts”.  e children 
have really caught on to our daily schedule and are begin-
ning to show more and more independence everyday.  We 
have been using our Handwriting Without Tears books as 
we work on our handwriting and phonics.  Writer’s Work-
shop has also been a hit for the children and they frequent-
ly ask when we’ll be working on our books.  e children 
have also spent time sorting and classifying various objects.  
We are still building our skills with number sense and 
started working with our rekenrek racks to help us contin-
ue working on counting using one-to-one correspondence.  
e rekenrek racks will also help us begin to visualize num-
bers as groups as we build up to adding numbers together.  
I can’t wait to see everyone’s growth in October!

Staci



 Happy Autumn, Downey families! 

 The weather is turning our trees into beautiful works of art and often our skies into talkative 
storms! This month I’m recommending two of our favorite books that reect the duality of beauti-
ful but rainy fall weather!

Goodbye Summer, Hello Autumn by Kenard Pak

Follow the adventure of a little girl walking through the 
woods as she discovers the subtle changes around her amidst 
the season change. This book has gorgeous illustrations with 
beautiful details. 

PPurchase it through our Scholastic book club (use class code 
TLMYP) for only $4. 

Thunder Cake by Patricia Polacco 

FFollow along as the little girl learns what it is to have courage as 
she collects cake ingredients from around her grandmother’s 
farm so that she can help her grandmother get their “Thunder 
Cake” prepared and in the oven before the storm hits. The little 
girl learns how to overcome her fears both on the farm and her 
fear of thunder. This is one of my favorite books, and it’s helped 
me to help my oldest son not to be afraid of thunderstorms. 

PPurchase it at most local bookstores or on Amazon.

Huge thanks to the families who ordered during our fall Scholastic Book Club 
Order. The order has been placed, and as soon as items arrive I will sort and dis-
tribute them and alert you all on Bloomz! 

If you missed this order and want to participate in the next one, we will be doing 
another order in November, just in time for the holidays. You can also order any 
time individually and pay shipping dir ect to your home by shopping online at  
Scholastic.com/bookclubs and using our class code: TLMYP .

THANK YOU!







During the month of October, all Downey families will 
be selling poinsettias to benet the school. is is the big-
gest fundraiser of the school year and requires all families 
to participate in order to be a success. e poinsettias 
come from Heartland Growers and make a beautiful ad-
dition to any home, church, restaurant, or place of busi-
ness for the holiday season. 

ere are two sizes available in multiple colors:  
Red, White, and Pink. 

We will be selling wreaths again this year. e wreaths will be a beautiful 24-inch diameter, avail-
able in a mix of  fragrant greenery, or decorated with festive red ribbon, 
pinecones, and berries. 

Please refer to the Poinsettia Packet in your Downey mailbox for more information. Ordering will 
take place throughout the month of October. Payment is required at the time of order.

For more information on the program or help selling bulk orders, please contact this year’s Poin-
settia Coordinator. ank you!






