
THE

DOWNEY COOPERATIVE PRESCHOOL IRVINGTON, INDIANAPOLIS

Hi Downey families!

We have nished another month of school, and it was busy! From eld trips to pictures to poinsettias, I know 
there was a lot to do. I want to thank the Brooks-Gillies family for coordinating smooth, successful Picture 
Days as well as the May and Salisbury families for their work on coordinating the fun eld trips for Polliwogs 
and Frogs.

WWith the Poinsettia fundraiser, we are halfway through! ank you to the Bewsey family forcoordinating the 
ordering portion of the fundraiser. In late November, the plants will be delivered to Downey. Keep an eye out 
for a Bloomz post regarding pick-up details.

We are nearing the end of the rst semester requirements. We will have one more Parent Ed event this semes-
ter. More details will be posted on Bloomz later this month. Other than classroom participation and Deep 
Clean Saturdays (if you are signed up for November and December), required trainings and events are pretty 
much done for this semester!

WWe do have a lot that is done during the rst few months of school. ank you all for working hard to com-
plete the required paperwork, trainings, events, and family jobs! When I see the families hard at work at 
making Downey a fun and successful school/community, it reminds me of why I was so excited about doing 
co-op with my daughter. I loved the idea of being heavily involved in her school, but I didn’t really realize the 
community aspect of it. I love the Facebook posts showcasing pieces built for Outdoor Work Day; love the 
families coming out on a Saturday for a couple of hours to deep clean the rooms and doing so with great atti-
tudes; ltudes; love the increased social media presence that is showing our classes in action and letting the community 
know of our “learn through play” philosophy; love seeing the families being willing to volunteer extra hours to 
take on leadership positions; and love the camaraderie that is built between the families in the classrooms!

Coming up in November, we will have a fundraising event open to families and the public. On November 9, 
join us at Indy Artsy from 5-8pm to personalize your own ceramic holiday ornaments. 20% of your purchase 
goes back to Downey! Also, please let your family and friends know that we are registered with Amazon Smile. 
During the holiday season, many people shop on Amazon. To use Amazon Smile, people just need to go to 
smile.amazon.com and select Downey Cooperative Preschool. ey can then shop as they normally do with no 
extra charges being applied, and Downey will receive a donation!

ank you again for all you are doing to make this a great school year!
TTiffany



We all know telling the grandparents and friends, 
“No gifts, please!” is equivalent to speaking to a 
wall. is year, give them toy-alternative ideas to 
avoid the deluge of brightly colored, singing, 
light-blinking, plastic chaos that the toy aisle re-
gurgitates each winter into your living room. 

Better yet, send them the link to our Scholastic 
Book Club and our class code (TLMYP) and let 
them purchase their gifts for your little one in a 
way that also gives back to their school! 

Link:
https://nourishing-
joy.com/31-non-toy-gift-ideas-for-children/

October was short but a fun month for the tad-
poles. We played with liquid water colors and 
made beautiful,fall leaves.  We made our version of 
a jack-o-latern, we did pumpkin shapes and match-
ing, and tried our hand at marble painting.

November will be just as fun. We'll continue ob-
serving the signs of fall, take a look at Mr. Bushy 
Tail(squirrels), and do leaf rubbings. We will do 
our rst baking project "bag bread". You'll see.
ere will be parent teacher conferences on 
Wednesday, November 14 and ursday, Novem-
ber 15. Conferences are during class time and I 
will need a sub on those two days. I will post a sign 
up sheet outside the classroom with dates and 
times a week in advance.

Weather is getting colder so it's time to switch out Weather is getting colder so it's time to switch out 
the extra clothes. anks for your commitment to 
Downey.

Mrs. Egan



e months are ying by; November already!  We 
had a busy month of October, ending with our 
eld trip to Waterman’s. e kids enjoyed all of 
the activities at the pumpkin patch and were very 
excited to pick out their pumpkins. 
Moving on to November; the kids have been very Moving on to November; the kids have been very 
interested in talking about animals and pets, so we 
are going to follow that theme this month. We will 
introduce our Traveling Pet this month. Each 
child will get a week to spend with this pet. e 
children will name it, as a group, the last week in 
October and Ms. Angie will take him the rst 
week. e pet will come in a backpack with a noteweek. e pet will come in a backpack with a note-
book and will go home with a child on Tuesday 
after class and be returned the following Tuesday. 
roughout the week; please take him wherever 
you go and help the children document his adven-
tures. When your child brings him back on Tues-
day, he/she will have an opportunity to talk about 
their adventures. Be creative; we would love to see 
pictures with the pet. I will make a schedule and 
let you know when you will be taking the pet. It 
should be a fun activity for the kids.
We will have Parent Teacher conferences on No-
vember 15th ; I will have a sub that day in class. I 
will have a sign up available the rst week in No-
vember.
anks for all your help in the classroom! ings 
have run smoothly and this could not happen 
without you. Please remember to arrive by 8:45 on 
the days you participate so we can prepare for the 
day. Looking forward to another great month at 
Downey!

Angie Burck



During the month of October we focused on leaves and fall.  
We used water color to decorate leaf cut-outs and made a sun 
catcher with parts and pieces from fall owers.  We also ex-
perimented and played with pumpkins.  e children had a 
chance to clean out a pumpkin and discover if the pumpkins 
would oat.  ey also hammered large push tacks and golf 
tees into the pumpkins. Near the end of October we did some 
sequencing with a fun fall story titled "e Little Old Lady sequencing with a fun fall story titled "e Little Old Lady 
Who Wasn't Afraid of Anything.  As you follow the order of 
the book it leads to a scarecrow being completed at the end.  
We used some musical instruments to follow along with the 
stories sequence.  

Our academic emphasis for the month included the follow-
ing: 
We have focused on one to one correspondence and counting 
groups of objects.  We had trees with assigned numbers.  e 
children counted the coronet number of apples or leaves to 
put on the trees.  We also focused on counting to 10.  Our 
classroom calendar is one great way for us to practice this.  
Check out our calendar sometime.  It is called a linear calen-
dar and looks quite a bit different than a regular calendar.  
You will also nd the happenings of the class and preschool You will also nd the happenings of the class and preschool 
on the calendar.      
For literacy we focused on sequencing stories and events.  e 
children had an opportunity to practice sequencing cards that 
show cutting a jack-o-lantern, raising a ag, making a peanut 
butter and jelly, and making a snow angel.  

Coming up on Wednesday, November 14 are Parent/Teacher 
Conferences.  is week I will place a sign-up on the wall in 
the hallway.  You will have the opportunity to choose a time 
to talk with me about your child's progress and you will re-
ceive a progress report.  If you have questions about this, 
please let me know.  

Hammering the golf tees and large push tacks into the pump-
kins was a hit with many children in the class.  e children 
seem to enjoy using the tools and working with their hands, 
so the plan for November's theme is building with a focus on 
workbench activities. 

ank  you for all you are doing - Ms. Dant

e Leapfrogs managed to get right back in the swing of 
things following Fall Break.  We’ve continued working on 
letter recognition and beginning sounds, but have also 
been practicing our sequencing skills as well as hearing and 
creating rhyming words.  e children have also been ex-
ploring ten frames as we practice counting.  Ten frames 
help us form mental images of the numbers we’re repre-
senting and asenting and are also a great way for us to develop a better 
sense of 10–which is a prerequisite for future work with 
place value.

We had a great time at Southeastway during our second 
Forest Kindergarten experience; the children seemed so 
much more comfortable exploring their surroundings.  
is month also brought our rst visit to Bloom Senior 
Living Center and it appeared that both children and 
adults enjoyed their time playing games and crafting.

**e Leapf**e Leapfrogs will begin a project to benet the ICAN 
Food Pantry during the month of November, so be on the 
lookout for more information coming soon!!

Staci



This month, I’d like to recommend two very different books:

Rosita y Conchita by Eric Gonzalez & Erich Haeger

Two sisters living in very different worlds, Rosita and Conchi-
ta’s love for one another extends into the beyond. This book 
explores the girls’ relationship and the celebration of Dia de 
Los Muertos in both English and Spanish. 

PPurchase it through our Scholastic book club (use class code 
TLMYP) for only $5.

I’m Feeling Thankful by Natalie Shaw

We love Daniel Tiger in our house. Emotional expression educa-
tion? Yes, please! This little board book is a short read with a 
great conversation starter for your little one this holiday season 
and beyond: what are you thankful for?  

Purchase it through our Scholastic book club (use class code 
TLMYP) for $5.

A month full of thanks and remembrance is upon us! 

All families who ordered from Scholastic in September should have received their 
orders last month. (If not, please contact me!) Thanks to your enthusiasm, we were 
able to order a bunch of new books for our Polliwog’s classroom for free! Thank 

you!

WWe will be running one more Scholastic Book Club order for 2018 this month. Be 
sure to order between now and November 26th so that we can get the orders sub-

mitted and received in time for the holidays! 

Here’s how: 
Choose books with your child from the paper yers or online at: scholastic.com/-

bookclubs 

THANK YOU!



I wanted to introduce or re-introduce, if you are already familiar, you to a non-prot organization 
that I founded called Project Play, Inc. We, at Project Play, believe in the power of play for develop-
ment and want to make sure that all children have the tools to play. We take in donations of new 
and used toys and books and distribute them to children who could use them. I am providing our 
general yer about our organization.  If you would like further information regarding: making a re-

ferral, donating, volunteering, or hosting a toy drive; please contact me.

Thank you,

Angie Burck
Polliwog and Lily Pad Teacher


