
 

Newspieces from the 
Pond. Snow dens. 
Jammies. And “the 
importance of blubber.”  
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“You’ll see…lots of playful learning.” 
–Anna Miller (regarding Downey Open House) 
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tours. Downey details. 
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Board Nominations. 
Are YOU a Stickleback, a 
Dragonfly, or a 
freshwater Mussel? 
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polliwogs 
The Polliwog classroom has been 
very busy learning all about polar 
animals! We have enjoyed playing 
in our sensory table filled with 
water, ice and polar animals. In art 
we explored the texture of fiber-
fill, shaving cream, and glue--
combined to make fluffy polar 
bears. In science we enjoyed 
learning about what polar animals 
like to eat and what likes to eat 
them! In math we continued to 
work on one to one 
correspondence using our fine 
motor skills to move bears into 
their snow den.  
 
In the coming weeks we will enjoy 
a cooking experience led by our 
field trip coordinator, Angie 
Conway. We also look forward to 
finding out if Punxsutawney Phil 
will see his shadow on Groundhog 
Day! And we will be learning all 
about keeping our teeth healthy 
during National Dental Hygiene 
Month.  
 
-Julie Kitley

tadpoles: 
Our tadpoles are amazing! They came back to 
school ready and raring to go. They fell back 
easily into their Tadpole classroom routine.  
 
We use January and February for winter fun. If 
we canʼt be out in the snow we bring the snow 
in or we pretend that shaving cream is snow. 
We beat winter cabin fever by having “Pajama 
Day!” Not only do we wear our jammies to 
school, we make homemade juice, and muffins. 
The kids and parents are excellent cooks. We 
ended Pajama Day with “If You Give a Moose a 
Muffin” book and flannel. The Tadpoles enjoyed 
helping with the story.  
 
Our next cooking project will be rice crispy 
treats which we will cut into heart shapes. 
(February 12 and 13). I will need an extra 
parent for those two days. Tadpoles do not 
have to bring in Valentines.  
 
Hearts will be the first shape in our shape unit. 
Pink, to brighten things up, will be our color of 
the month. Scissors and cutting will be our 
fine-motor skill for the semester. We have 
been using scissors with play dough and a few 
already have been cutting paper. Tadpole fine-
motor skills are coming along! 
 
A special welcome to Natalie and Everett to 
our Tuesday/Thursday class! And special 
thanks to my Tadpole parents for all your hard 
work in our class. You show up on time and do 
a great job participating.  
 
Thanks for choosing Downey,  
-Mrs. Egan  
 

PJ pics on page 
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SNOWSLIME 
2 cups of school glue 
1 ½ cups of very warm water 
Glitter  
¾ teaspoon of Borax 
1 1/3 cups of very warm water 
 
Mix the glue with 1 ½ cups of warm water and 
stir in some glitter.  In a separate bowl mix the 
Borax and 1 1/3 cups of warm water.  Mix the 
two bowls together, first with a spoon and then 
by hand.  As the mixture begins to cool it will 
become less sticky and easier to manipulate. 

frogs 
All of this cold weather has made the 
Frogs think a little bit about the 
different animals that live in the Polar 
Regions.  We have spent the month of 
January talking about how animals 
survive in those cold climates and how 
the regions change during the year.  
The Frogs have experimented with the 
importance of blubber and how salt 
can change the freezing temperature 
of water.  We also tried our hand at 
fishing like a polar bear and learned 
about ways penguins move and care 
for their young.  Most everyone really 
enjoyed exploring our “Snow Slime”!  
 
-Staci Lovold 

 

PAJAM
A DAY 2015  

"The Only Baby Book You'll Ever Need" 
http://nyti.ms/1yYV4Om 
 
“…When you’re a first-time parent, something perverse 
happens that makes you seem like a visitor to your own 
culture. In the first year of my son’s life, I found myself 
pondering things like baby rattles. Where do they come 
from? Why do we give rattles to babies? Are there cultures 
where babies don’t get rattles? (Indeed, there are.)…” 
 
(An excerpt from a NYT review by Michael Erard of the book, 
“The Anthropology of Childhood: Cherubs, Chattel, 
Changelings,” by David F. Lancy.)  
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In the month of February we will be taking nominations for the executive board 
positions. These are positions that are essential to running our school. If you know 
you are going to be a returning family, please take some time to think about being 
part of the executive board. You can nominate yourself or you can nominate someone 
you think would fill the roll well. We vote in March for these positions. The new voted 
board would attend the April board meeting and then run the May board meeting with 
the support of the outgoing board.   
  
Executive Board Positions: 
Co-President  
Co-President   
1st Vice President, Membership 
2nd Vice President, Parent Ed 
CPT/ICPC Delegate 
Fundraising Chair 
Treasurer  
Secretary 
 
Here is something many of you may not know: President should really be Co-President 
positions and both are a 2-year term.   
 
Dustin was President from 2012-2014. Last year he had a Co-President but the family 
had to leave Downey for personal reasons. That Co-President would have been the 
president in training and then would have been the leading president this year with me 
as the president in-training. (I did not have that advantage this year.) Regardless I can 
say that this job can be exciting, frustrating, challenging, and rewarding. Now that I 
have had my year of training, I am excited that someone will be joining me as Co-
Presdient! I will be there to help you learn about the position and share ideas and 
responsibilities.   
 
Membership is another position that could be Co-Membership. Two people working 
together in this position would be helpful; it is a busy position. Other co-ops in the 
area have co-membership positions and we can get a model of how this works from 
them. –Mindy Dant 

SEEKING  
downey executive board  
NOMINATIONS 
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At Downey Preschool, we believe that children learn best through play, and we have a lot of fun 
doing it! For a sneak peek into Downey’s playful approach to early childhood education, pop in 
for a visit to see our classes in action during the week of February 9-14, 2015.  
 
when  
Monday 2/9 thru Saturday 2/14, 9:30-11:00am daily. > M/W/F: Frog classes for ages 4-5 

! T/Th: Polliwog classes for ages 3-4 
! T/W/Th/F: Tadpole classes for ages 2-3 
! Monday: Lily Pad class for ages 18-24 mos 

> Saturday will feature a special story time, snack, & craft for all ages! 9:30-11:00 am.  
 

where  
Downey Preschool 
111 S Downey Ave, 46219 
Use the north entrance at Downey & Julian. The hallway to the left will lead you to the 
classrooms.  
 
contact & tours  
For a tour of Downey, contact us anytime: membership@DowneyCoop.com 317.426.9094  
Downey is a non-profit cooperative school for early education providing classes for ages 2-5 
and Lily Pad classes starting at 18 months. A co-op preschool is a parent-led organization – 
parents hire the teachers, help run the school, and participate in the classroom from time to 
time.  
 
what you’l l see when you visit  
Every day in the classroom, self-directed open play lets kids explore the world at their own 
pace. Class sessions include structured activities such as singing, stories, playground time for 
large muscle coordination, & snack time for socializing. During your visit, you’ll see easel 
painting, sculpting, drawing, coloring, construction play, building blocks, performance & 
imaginative play, science & engineering activities, puzzles, math games, books & literature-
based, dress-up & costumes, rhythm & music play, and lots of playful learning.  

The week of February 9- February 14th is the Downey Open House.  
This is a great opportunity to invite friends and families with small children to come visit 
and learn about Downey. We will be inviting the general public as well. Please share the 
Open House Flyer.   

 • I have created a sign up that is posted on the hallway bulletin board. 
 • We need a few volunteers to help give tours and answer questions 

that week. Please sign-up. Make sure you are not participating in the 
classroom before signing up.   

A table will be set up in the hallway with information and snacks for our 
guests and a “cheat sheet” to help you bring up important points and 
answer questions. If you are in the classroom this week or see someone 
taking a tour, please say hello and be welcoming.  –Mindy Dant, President 



 

 

  

   Where kids and 
parents LEARN 

through 

PLAY 
111 South Downey Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46219 

http://downeycoop.com/ 

POINSETTIA DELIVERY DAY 
DECEMBER 1, 2014 


