
 

LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 
There have been some great things happening over the 
last month at Downey: members stepping up to take 
leading roles in completing the intricate work of Downey 
and members coming 
together to help with these 
tasks. Your contributions 
are a significant part of 
Downey and very much 
appreciated.  
 
Special thanks to Julie Patterson for planning and 
organizing the Halloween Festival, a lot of hard work 
went in to our booth. It was a great opportunity 
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TADPOLE TIDBITS 
October is a short month here at 
Downey and it has flown by. I am 
very proud of our Tadpoles. After 
our long break there were no 
separation issues at drop off. They 
returned ready and rearing to go. 
So-- way to go Tadpoles. 
 
Tadpoles are especially talented at putting puzzles 
together. We have successfully put “Humpty-
Dumpty together again” more than once (which is 
more than “all the kingʼs horses and all the kingʼs 
men” could say!) 
 
We spent this month exploring pumpkins. We had 
fun carving them and reading about them. Our play 
dough even smelled like pumpkin pie thanks to 
Cynthia Hutson. We especially enjoyed watching 
the squirrels feast on our jack-o-lantern leftovers. 
So—in November we will continue to observe the 
squirrels and learn about their squirrely ways. Weʼll 
have more fun with leaves and explore what fall has 
left to offer.  
 
The baking project for the month we will make and 
bake our own bread and make our own butter 
(youʼll see). T/Th will make bread on Thursday, 
November 21 and W/F will bake on Friday, 
November 21. 
 
November we will have parent/teacher 
conferences. I will need a sub for both days, 
Thursday, November 11 and Friday, November 12.  
 
Remember to bring in a change of warm clothes. 
Thanks for showing up on time, for your 
participation and hard work. Thanks for choosing 
Downey. 
 
-Melissa Egan 

POLLIWOG POST 
The Polliwog class has enjoyed 
learning all about fall during the 
month of October. We enjoyed 
dissecting the inside of pumpkins in 
our sensory table, exploring 
different fall nature materials in 
science, pattern matching in math, 
creating fall stories in writing, and 
of course lots of playdough fun 
with yummy pumpkin scented 
playdough. The Polliwogs also 
enjoyed the story, The Legend of 
Spookley the Square Pumpkin, 
which celebrates how being 
different can be such a beautiful 
thing! The boys and girls also 
created their own unique square 
pumpkins using wood and sticks.  
 
In November, we look forward to 
learning all about colors with our 
literature focus on Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear What Do You See? We 
will also study the first 
Thanksgiving and have our own mini 
Thanksgiving feast!  
 
Thank you for sharing your children 
with me. I am truly enjoying being 
part of the Downey community! 
Enjoy November! 
 
-Julie Kitley
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NOTEWORTHYARTICLES 

FROG NEWSFLASH 
I hope everyone enjoyed Fall Break! The 
children seem to be readjusting to the 
classroom routine really well. The Frogs 
spent the end of October exploring 
pumpkins in lots of different ways. We 
hammered tacks into them at the 
workbench, used them for dry erase 
boards, cut them into puzzles, decorated 
them, and used baked pumpkin in our 
pumpkin pies.  
 
In November, the Frogs will continue 
talking about fall. We’ll examine more of 
its beautiful colors, investigate what 
happens to plants and animals during this 
time of year, and talk about the harvesting 
of vegetables. 
 
Parent-teacher conferences will be held 
during class time on Wednesday, 
November 12th. I will post a sign-up sheet 
for you to select the time that will work 
best for you. 
 
I’d like to thank everyone for all of your 
hard work so far this year. I really 
appreciate everyone making an effort to 
arrive early on your participation days, as 

well as all of the 
time you’ve spent 
fundraising for our 
wonderful school!  
 
-Staci Lovold 
 

“When it comes to brain 
development, time in the 
classroom may be less important 
than time on the playground...” –Jon 
Hamilton 
 
Read more or listen here: Scientists Say 
Child's Play Helps Build A Better Brain 
 
http://tinyurl.com/ox6nsm3 
 
“In order for children to learn, they 
need to be able to pay attention. In 
order to pay attention, we need to 
let them move…” –Angela Hanscom 
 
Read more here: 
Why so many kids can’t sit still in school 
today 
 
http://tinyurl.com/mdceffn 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
Indiana Council of Preschool Cooperatives 
Fall Newsletter (info and updates) will be 
printed and posted on the Downey Bulletin 
Board for parents and teachers to read. 
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Thank you for 
selling poinsettias! 
 

This friendly salesman sold  
127 poinsettias! 

Congratulations to everyone for your hard work in 
selling holiday poinsettias to benefit our school! With 
your efforts, we more than tripled last year’s income!  
 
(Final tallies are still being done, so we’ll share more 
details in next month’s newsletter.) The income from 
the annual poinsettia fundraiser goes directly to help  
offset expenses in the school’s operating budget. We 
value our licensed teachers and want to uphold the 
reputation and standards of a quality preschool. These 
funds help us to do just that. 
 
It is important to recognize that we had a few Super 
Star Sellers this year. Special thanks to the 
Hornsby/Troyer family, the Young family, the 
Dant/Gordon family and last but DEFINITELY not 
least...the Lloyd-Hostetter family who sold an 
AMAZING 127 poinsettias alone! We all need to give 
them a cheer when we see them in the hallway. What 
an incredible accomplishment! 
 
And even if you weren’t able to sell as many plants as 
you’d hoped, there is still a way you can make an 
important contribution. Please plan to help on delivery 
day – Monday, December 1. Volunteers will be needed 
from 6 a.m. on throughout the day to intake, organize 
and deliver bulk poinsettia orders to locations 
throughout central Indiana. It will be great fun to 
spread the holiday cheer to all those who supported 
Downey Cooperative Preschool. Please note that even 
if you are unable to volunteer, all families will be 
required to pick up the orders you submitted on this 
day so that you can deliver them to your friends and 
families.  
 
Great job, everyone! 
-Mary Durbin Sparks  

OPERATION POINSETTIA 
A SUCCESS! 
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to be seen in the 
community and to get 
information out about 
Downey.  
 
Special thanks to Mary 
Sparks and Leslie Young for 
motivating us to fundraise 
and for organizing all the 
details of these fundraisers. 
Fundraising is a very 
important part of Downey. 
(More work than we know 
goes into this family job. 
They have been working 
their tails off.)  
 
Special thanks to Christina 
Trent for coordinating our 
pumpkin-carving event. I 
personally enjoyed the 
opportunity to socialize 
with other members and the 
children had a great time 
too.  
 
Last -but definitely not 
least- thank you to all 
members for your 
contributions to each of 
these events. Many of you 
helped at more then one 
event and that makes a 
difference. Even though our 
work is not done, we made 
it through one of our 
busiest times of year. Keep 
up the important work you 
are doing! 
 
-Mindy Dant-Gordon 
 

SCHOOL REWARDS for Downey 
with your Amazon purchases! 
 
Have you ever noticed the Amazon School Rewards 
button at the bottom of Downey's home page? If not, 
check it out!  
 
A little ways down our home page 
you will see this button: 
 
 
 
 

Think of Downey when you 
make your Amazon purchases this holiday 

season, a portion of what you spend goes to our school 
(it doesn’t change your price).  
 
BEFORE you buy online at Amazon.com, go to Downey’s 
website FIRST— www.downeycoop.com. Click on the 
Amazon School Rewards button. It will take you to 
Amazon.com but you will see “downecoopepre” in the 
URL. You can bookmark the unique Amazon website so 
you don't have to go to Downey's website each time you 
want to make an  
Amazon purchase.  
 
Tell your friends and family- it’s easy, and it adds up! 



 

 

  

 

Where kids and 
parents LEARN 

through 

PLAY 
111 South Downey Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46219 

http://downeycoop.com/ 

Thanks to gorgeous weather, the Irvington 
Halloween Festival attracted roughly 30,000 
visitors this year.  
 
We saw a lot of traffic at the Downey Coop 
booth, giving away 300 packages of homemade 
play dough and mats that showcase our "learn 
through play" philosophy. We are confident we 
met a few serious recruits, including a Lily Pad 
family, and made a few new friends from 
neighboring Meridian Hills Cooperative. We even 
sold a few poinsettias!  
 
Thanks to everyone who made this event 
successful for our school. 
 
-Julie Patterson 

 REMINDER DATES 
 
Nov. 4 & 5   CPT training from 9 am - 12 pm 
 
Nov. 10   Board Meeting at Downey 6:30 pm 
 
Nov. 11-12   Parent/Teacher Conferences  

during Preschool hours 
 
Nov. 15   Grown-Up Playdate 
 
Nov. 22 ICPC workshop (Emotional Geography) 
 
Nov. 24 - 28  Thanksgiving Break 
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A few details: 
 
1.  Link:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/emotional-geography-what-state-are-
you-in-help-in-managing-challenging-behavior-in-children-tickets-13700244801 
 
 
2.  Click the link, choose "ICPC School", click "enter promotional code" and enter 
"coop" (no quotes and all lowercase) for FREE ticket(s). 
 
3.  Share the event!  Share the event on their personal Facebook pages.  Share 
the event to any groups you belong to:  PTAs, PTOs, HOAs, Church, Scouts, Local 
Moms Groups, etc. 
 
4.  Tickets to the public are only $9!  What a bargain for a 2-hour workshop! 
 
5.  Information for your school on the speaker, Jenny Spencer, 
http://www.ignitelearningllc.blogspot.ca/ 

Emotional Geography: What State Are You In? 
Help in managing challenging behavior in children 
 
Indiana Cooperative Preschool Council 
Saturday, November 22, 2014 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM (EST) 
Indianapolis, IN 


