
 Well, if it seems like you’ve been 
getting a lot of reminders and requests 
to sign up and pleas for help lately, it’s 
because you have.  This is the busiest time 
of year for Downey, and we still have a 
little ways to go.  Please try to make note 
of upcoming events so you don’t miss out.  
All this activity provides some of our best 
opportunities for families to get to know 
each other.

 One of our most important events is 
our annual silent auction.  This year we’re 
at the Irving Theater again on Friday, 
December 6th from 6-9pm as part of the 
Irvington Holiday Open House.  Several 
businesses in the area will be hosting events 
that night.  We’ll have children’s activities, 
live music, and beer and wine for sale.  

 Please tell your friends and family 
about the Holiday Bazaar/Silent Auction.  
The more people that come to bid on 
items, the more money we will be able to 
raise for the school.  We have lots of great 
items that have been donated by local 
businesses, and Downey will receive %100 
of whatever the final bid amount is.  

 Tuesday, December 10th is our 
Holiday Party.  We’ll meet in Century Hall 
to share some time together as families.  
There will be appetizers, ornaments for 
the kids to make, and a cookie exchange.  
Please bring about three dozen cookies (or 
other baked goods). Do not wrap them all 
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together because each family will take one 
cookie from every other family to create a 
collection of about 30 different cookies!

OK, go get baking...
Dustin

Dates to 
Remember

December

6th Silent Auction:  
 5-9pm

10th Holiday Party:
 6pm

DOWNEY

 This month our curriculum will 
focus on holidays around the world and 
Christmas fun in a non-religious way. 
On Thursday December 19th we will 
celebrate PJ day. On this fun filled day 
your child may were their pajama's to 
school and bring a favorite stuffed animal 
to school. We will be cooking breakfast 
and finishing up our holiday gifts for our 
families. I will need an extra parent on this 
day. Participating adults wear their PJ’s 
too!

 Please remember to check your child's 
extra close box and make sure they have 
warm clothes in them. We go out everyday 
if it is above 32 degrees and dry outside, so 
dress your child accordingly.

  Things in the classroom are going 
well. It is great to see our children growing 
and learning and having so much fun in 
the process. I hope you have a wonderful 
holiday season. Thanks for all you do to 
make Downey so awesome for our families.

Cooperatively, 
Joanna Ireland

Polliwog News



  Tadpoles are doing great. We have two new students, 
Kai McKinney and Blake Goldstein. So welcome Katie 
and David Goldstein a new family to Downey. Our new 
tadpoles adjusted to our classroom routine quickly.

  Our first order of business for December parent-
teachers conferences. They are Wednesday, December 5 
during class time in the quilters' room. I will need a sub 
on conference day. Next we will make jingle bell bracelets 
for the Holiday party which is Tuesday, December 10. 
The tadpoles along with the polliwogs and the frogs will 
sing a joyful version of “Jingle Bells.”

  Tadpoles have a secret project to work on this month. 
They will make wrapping paper, ginger bread cookies, 
dissect pine cones, mix colors, and decorate trees.

Wednesday,  December 5
 Parent/teacher conferences

Friday,  December 11
 Secret project ( need an extra)

Wednesday,  December 18
 Make gingerbread cookies

Friday, December 20
 Last day, Winter break begins

 A special thank you to Tess, Julie's mom, for making 
play dough and doing the cut outs for the easel. Another 
special thank you to Lori, Maddy’s mom, for subbing. 
Thanking to all tadpole families for all your hard work 
and patience.

Thanks for choosing Downey.
Happy Holidays,
Mrs. Egan

Tadpole Tidbits
 This month our curriculum will focus on holidays 
and around the world and Christmas fun in a non-
religious way. Wednesday December 18th will be our last 
day of school before winter break.On the 18th we will 
celebrate PJ day. On this day your child can wear their 
PJ's to school and bring a favorite stuffed animal to class. 
We will cook breakfast in class. We return to school on 
Monday January 6th.

  In January the Leap Frog Program starts. The Leap 
Frog Program is an optional addition to our Frog program. 
It is every Monday from 11:30-1:30 pm. During this 
extended time we will each lunch together and focus 
on kindergarten readiness. The program is intended to 
stretch the children and get them ready to follow the 
teachers' agenda and listen for longer periods of time. 
The kids will journal each session.

  We eat lunch, take attendance, have game time, circle 
time, learning centers and we end with our journals. This 
structured time will get them more prepared for their 
kindergarten experience. Please let me know if your family 
is planning on participating so I can plan accordingly. 
The cost is usually about $35 a month, which can be 
added with your tuition check. Please let me know if you 
have any questions.

  Please check your child's extra close box for weather 
appropriate items. A lot of kids have used their spare 
clothes and need some new ones. We go outside everyday 
the weather permits, so if it is above 32 degrees and dry 
we will go out.

 Thanks for all you do to make Downey such a great 
place for our families. I hope you have a peaceful holiday 
season.
 
Cooperatively, 
Joanna Ireland

Frog Follies

 DEC 2013DOWNEY LOWDOWNPAGE 2


