
 Well, we just had our last family camping trip of 
the year and I can definitely feel that Fall is here.  It’s 
also the time of year when all of my children go up in 
age, so I feel extra aware of changes, loss, and newness.  
For both children and parents, transitions can be a 
challenge.  I hope that the change of a new school year 
has been a positive one for your family.  

 Also, particularly for new Downey families, it can 
seem like there is a lot going on right at the beginning 
of the year.  So, please mark the dates of events you find 
listed in the newsletter and make arrangements to be 
involved.  

 I’m not from Irvington, but I have to say one of the 
coolest things about it is the annual Halloween Festival.  
Parents, kids, and even dogs will be walking around in 
costume enjoying food, entertainment, and the general 
good mood of the neighborhood.  Be looking for sign-
up info for helping at our booth.  This year’s festival is 
on Saturday, October 26th.

 And with Halloween comes our annual Pumpkin 
Carving Parent Education night on Thursday, October 
24th at 6:30.  Treats, crafts, and carving- don’t miss it. 

 Finally, we have two weeks of Fall Break coming 
up from October 6th through the 20th.  That doesn’t 
mean the children can’t get together, though.  Why not 
contact the other families in your class for a playdate 
during break?   

 I feel lucky to have my children learning in an 
environment where adults cooperate!

Thanks,
Dustin
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 Our year is off to a good start. The tadpoles have 
adjusted to the class room routine quite well. They 
enjoy exploring the class room. They all like to read 
and our favorite books are the "Downey Home Visit", 

"Funny Faces", "I Like Me". Our favorite song is 
"Animal Action".

 October and November we will explore fall and all 
that goes with it. We will have fun playing with leaves, 
pumpkins, learn about Mr. Bushy tail, and we'll do 
some baking too. 

Here are some dates to remember:

 F Oct 23 Decorate pumpkins
 W Oct 30 Spider Day 
 F Nov 22 Bag Bread (sub needed)
 W Dec 4 Parent/teacher conferences (sub needed)

 Remember to bring in a warm change of clothes. It 
is already that time of year.

 A special thanks to Katie, Llyle, Royal Hostetter 
for taking such good care of our fish over the summer 
and getting them settled back in their tank in our 
room. They are doing swimmingly. Thank you, Tess 
Ruthland for the cutouts for the easel and the play 
dough. Thanks to all my parents for showing up on 
time for participation and class time.

 Remember to sign up for the alternate spots on 
the calendar as well as participation times. It is a very 
important part of the calendar and you may need to 
utilize it someday and will appreciate it. It is part of the 
cooperation of the co-op.

Thanks for choosing Downey. I am so glad you are here.
Mrs. Egan

Tadpole Tidbits



 We have two events coming up to promote the 
great things happening at Downey.  On Sunday the 
13th is the last Irvington Farmers Market- last chance 
for fresh local goods in Irvington!  

 On Saturday the 26th we will have a booth at 
the Halloween Festival.  This year we’ll be in a special 
children’s area.  We’ll be providing games a passing out 
homemade playdough.
Please sign up on the online calendar to help staff these 
events.

 Need something to do on break with the kids?  
Make some HOMEMADE PLAYDOUGH from the 
recipe below for us to pass out at events.  Put a golf 
ball sized piece in a small ziplock baggy and put it in 
the collection box that will be under the mailboxes by 
Century Hall.  Make some extra for home!

Events!
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 The children are settleing into being frogs quite 
nicely. They are getting along well and enjoying each 
other. They have a lot of fun in the classroom, which 
you get to see as well. This month our curriculum will 
focus on Halloween fun, pumpkins, and vegetables. 
We will visit Waterman's Farm on Monday October 
21st to select a child size pumpkin, take a hay ride, 
see a pumpkin eating dinosaur and more. Hope you 
can all join us! On Wednesday October 23rd we will 
be making stone soup. Please send in fresh vegetables 
for our children to peel and chop for our soup. On 
Wednesday October 30th we will celebrate Spider 
Day!! Please don't let your child wear their Halloween 
costume to school, it makes for a chaotic day.

  As cooler weather approaches please be sure your 
child's extra clothes are appropriate. Thanks for all 
you do to make Downey such a wonderful place for 
our families. I am seeking out a couple of pumpkins 
that we can explore in our classroom. If you would 
be able to donate pumpkins please let me know. I am 
also looking for child size binoculars and magnifying 
glasses if you have any to donate to our classroom.I am 
looking forward to the Irvington Halloween Festival 
on the 26th, see you all there for a great time. :)

 Parent/Teacher Conferences will be on Monday 
October 28th during class time. Melissa Egan will be 
subbing for me that day.
 
Cooperatively Yours,
Joanna Ireland

Frog’s Frolic Into Fall

Click and Contribute
 Wait before you buy something online at Amazon.com, go to Downey’s website 
FIRST www.downeycoop.com. A little ways down our home page you will see the 
button pictured on the left.

 Click on it to go to Amazon for your shopping, and a portion of what you spend 
goes to our school (it doesn’t change your price). Tell your friends and family- it’s 
easy, and it adds up.

3 cups flour 3 cups water
6 t cream of tartar 1½ cups salt
3 T oil food coloring
Mix ingredients, except color, in a saucepan. 
Cook over medium heat, stir constantly, 
until dough forms. Cool a bit then knead it, 
with the coloring, to the right consistency. 
You can also add scented oil and/or glitter 
for more sensory fun!

Homemade Playdough 
Recipe



 Wow, what an awesome class we have. They stay 
busy, as you know if you have had the opportunity to 
participate. The fun never ends! Everyone is getting to 
know each other and the classroom. This month our 
curriculum will focus on Halloween fun, pumpkins, 
and vegetables. We will visit Waterman's farm on 
Tuesday October 22nd to select a child size pumpkin, 
take a hay ride, see a pumpkin eating dinosaur and 
more. Hope you can all join us! On Thursday October 
24th we will be making stone soup. Please send in fresh 
vegetables for our children to peel and chop for our 
soup. On Thursday October 31st we will celebrate 
Spider Day!! Please don't let your child wear their 
Halloween costume to school, it makes for a chaotic 
day. Polliwog Parent/Teacher Conferences will be on 
Tuesday October 29th during class time. Look for 
sign-up sheet outside of classroom to schudule yours. 
Mrs. Melissa Egan will be subbing for me.

 As cooler weather approaches please be sure your 
child's extra clothes are appropriate. Thanks for all you 
do to make Downey such a wonderful place for our 
families. I am looking for donations of golf tees, child 
size binaculars and magnifying glasses. I look forward 
to seeing everyone at the Irvington Halloween Festival 
Saturday October 26th. It's always such fun!
 
Cooperatively Yours,
Joanna Ireland

Playful Polliwogs
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Dates to 
Remember
October

13th Downey booth at the 
 Irvington Farmers’ Market

21st Frogs @Waterman's
22nd Polliwogs @Waterman's

23rd & Stone Soup
24th Day

26th Downey booth at the  
 Halloween Festival

28th & Parent/Teacher  
29th Conferences

30th & Spider
31st  Day


